
The Vermont Trails and Greenways Council, members of the Vermont Trails Alliance, the Vermont 

Department of Forests, Parks, and Recreation, and the Vermont Agency of Transportation have 

evaluated the current status of our recreational trail systems in light of the COVID-19 pandemic and 

Governor Scott’s Executive Order.  Together we have agreed that: 

1) The primary directive from the Governor is to protect the public health and safety of 

Vermonters.  We are in the middle of a health emergency, and to avoid the spread of 

COVID-19 we must stay at home as much as possible. 

2)  It is spring mud season, trail conditions in many locations are poor, and trail use on wet, 

muddy, and vulnerable trails has always been discouraged during this time of year. In 

addition, trail work and maintenance are not essential or critical activities pursuant to the 

Governor’s Order and are therefore prohibited with the exception of a response for 

emergency repairs required to secure public safety. 

3) If certain trails cannot appropriately be prepared for safe public use and properly 

maintained for environmental quality, they should not be used for recreation.  Doing 

otherwise creates risks to trail users and natural resources and our shared long-term goals 

for getting back on our great trails. Please see below for a list of trails that should not be 

accessed during this emergency. 

4) Trail use can create unnecessary risk of injury at a time when our sole focus should be on 

supporting Vermont's efforts to combat the COVID-19 crisis with all available medical 

resources and not diverting them to emergency response actions. Please be smart and 

cautious when you’re recreating outside to avoid any incidents that could require medical 

attention. 

5) Many of our trail networks are located on privately owned lands.  We respect and depend 

on the generosity of these landowners and do not want to encourage trail use on their lands 

during this emergency. Please choose recreation areas close to home on state land or stay in 

your own neighborhood or backyard when you go outside. 

6) State Park roads, State Forest roads and other durable, wider trails on state lands may be 

appropriate for exercise during the “Stay Home, Stay Safe” order. Check out FPR’s mud 

season alerts for more information about recreation opportunities during mud season. 

7) Please get outside, exercise, and follow the Department’s guidance (informed by the CDC 

and VDH) on how to do this safely and responsibly. For both public safety and trail 

stewardship, please avoid recreating on trails where you cannot maintain safe social 

distance. If a trail is already crowded when you arrive at the trailhead, please choose an 

alternative location. 

8) Together we will continue to evaluate when it is appropriate to begin our trail 

maintenance work and the opening of our trail networks in conjunction with the Governor’s 

Orders and guidance based on the health and safety needs of Vermonters. Until then please 

do not use the trail networks identified below. 

https://vtstateparks.com/hiking.html#mudSeasonHiking
https://vtstateparks.com/hiking.html#mudSeasonHiking
https://fpr.vermont.gov/recreation/outdoor-recreation-and-covid-19


The following trail networks are either closed or will not open until further notice.  This list will be 

updated to reflect additional trail status changes so please check back periodically for the most current 

information.  In addition, you can visit each organizational web site (hyperlinks below) for additional 

information on their trail status: 

 

Vermont  - Trail Closures  

April 2, 2020 

 

1. Green Mountain Club (www.greenmountainclub.org) – Long Trail system 
 

2. Vermont Association of Snow Travelers (www.vtvast.org) – VAST trail system 
 

3. Vermont ATV Sportsman Association (www.vtvasa.org) – VASA trail system 
 

4. Kingdom Trails Association (www.kingdomtrails.org) – Kingdom Trails network 
 

5. Catamount Trail Association (www.catamounttrail.org) – Catamount Trail system 
 

6. Vermont Huts Association (www.vermonthuts.org) – Vermont Huts 
 

7. Vermont Mountain Bike Association (www.vmba.org) – the following VMBA trail networks. 
(specific VMBA trail networks will be added soon) 

http://www.greenmountainclub.org/
http://vtvast.org/
http://vtvasa.org/
http://www.kingdomtrails.org/
http://(www.catamounttrail.org/
http://www.vermonthuts.org/
http://www.vmba.org/

